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MOTOR ROAD TEST No. 37/67 @ MGC

FTER a lapse of over 30 years. MG have re-enlered the Farst
Dhvision of the sports car leagie able with their pew C
model in which n siz-cylinder 2902 c.c. engine is installed

instead of the four-cylinder 1,798 cc. umit of the MGRE which, of
pourse, combnues as a weparate model m Mk 11 ferm. 1o
Europeans this new power-plant is siill likely o be rated as big,
despite the current influx of large American-made or American
inspired ¥-85 Described in detzil in our Ootober 21 issue, the new
engine is a modafied, hghtened and seven-baanmg verseon of the okd
Healey sin o develops 145 (net) bobope ot 5,230 ropom. compared
with the 95 bhop. at 5400 r.pom. of the MGBE onit, and prisdoces
170 |b. ft. of torque at 3,504 rop.m. nstead of 110 Ib. fr. ar 3,000
r-p.m.

Wb 33% more power yel only 18% more weght the MG
can be expected to go much quicker than the B, and it docs: wop
speed, for example, was 11B2 moph. for our road-test hard-top

PRICE: £6895 plus £206 16s 6d tax equals £1,1001 165 &d, Over-
drive £61 95 M with tax, hardiop £73 155 with tax, heater
£15 l!_l_l _H_|l|'| tax, wire wheels £30 14z Td, total as tested

Softly, softly

Stable high-speed cruising; smooth, quist engine sluggish
at low revs, good roadholding. clumsy steering.

good brakes and economy. seats comfortable but

fack support; dated finish and controls.

two-seater, compared with the 106.3 m.p.b, attpined by the amilar
verslom of e MGE which we tested i 1964, Bul enthussss
famikiar with the fievce, masculing behavicur of the Austin-Healey
3000 Mk, 111 may find the performance of the new car a little
dirappointing. This is partly because of poor orque below 3,000
r.pom, which can lead to sluggish overtaking, and partly because
of the very refinement of the new uml &nd (8 Subdissd exnaest
note, which is often drowned by acsihetically less satisfnctory fan
and pear-box whines, These two characteristics make the MGC
misch more of a high-speed touring vebacle tham a sports cor
Certzinly the new model amply satisfies one of the prime require
ments of grand touwring——the ability 1@ &ruse wath compsice
effortlessness al high speeds. The steering fecls kwer gearsd and
less precise than that of the MGE, and in conpanction with an
overlarpe whesl and lack of lateral support from the seats, rather
discourages the kind of hard cornering a Spors-car fan 1= lkely 1o
indulge in oocasionally, although the overall handling characteris
tics are Bbe changed Also GT im charscter are some improve
ments 10 inderior safety and comfor: rabber winders lor the
windaws, neatly recessed door lecks and some welcoms additional
forc-and-aft adjustment Tor the driver's seat. However. the method
of rake adjustment is as primitive and isdequate as over, the
heater has inferior controls amd remains an cxira. the glove
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M G c continued

compariment 18 ¢rude, sun visors are nol provided as sandard on
this open model, and no fresh air vents (or extractor kusres on the
GT wversion} are fitted, Despite these faulis, general comfort is
quite good and there are few cars that can outpace the MG at
anything near s £1.163 prce fag, as our performance char
ihows.

Performance and economy

Requiring Ml choke for the first stan of the day, the rew engine is
one of thosg for which any initial choke sening seems either foo
much or toe little, and & mile or 50 must be covered befare pawer
is developed cleanly, On our fest car the engime idled with a whine,
bt macde its frue nature apparent &t anything above 1000 r.pm.

EAJTOR  wesk snding Wossmbsr 4 15827

From this speed it pulls without hesitation. pinking or vibration.

making for pleasant driving in towns—and the guiet ham ol the
exhawsl is Lhe predomanant nowse. Bl m the higher engine speeds
used on the open rosd, especially between 3500 and 40060 r.p.m..

the quisiness of the new umit becomes a inlfle masked by a fan
moise which although it is mever unduly loud, & partcularly
evicdeml al sposd in the lower gears. The lack of torque below
about 3,000 ropm. makes dsell evident when overtaking. oo, With
the throttle Aoored at. sy, L300 ropom., the car lakes some Omc
to buikl up speed until Lhe engine reaches X000 rpm. when it
beging 1o pull fiemly and comtinees to do so with silky smaoathness
right up to the 5600 rpm. limid, at which o Sounds guite
unstramed.

Becawse of ihis lack of low-spssd torgue, high revs and
wheelspin had ce be used during our standing slan accckeralion
iesis b0 prevent the engine spaed from dropping oo low, Mevembe
less, the creditable O—6&0 soph. tme of 100 scconds was
achieved, comparing well with the 126 seconds of the MGH,

As might be expected from a capacity ingrease of over a litre,
the fuel consumption has gome up, but the difference is small. The

Confinusd oo page 25
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M G C cantinued

overall consumpition was 103 m.p.g.. compared oo the 21.3 i, . 2
of the ordinary MGE and the 20.% mopg. of the GT version. This
wns schieved on & mixed diet of British five-siar petrol and French
“Super Essence”, and there was no pinking or runming-on with the
latber fuel. On seversl occasions, however, the plugs fouled wp
alber a period ol traffic running and needed & few barsis of high
mews v clear them.

Transmission
The pew gearbox has synchromesh on bottom gear and & lever
which iz spring loaded towards firsi and second, praba by

Safety Check List

Stearing sssambly

Sinerineg o position Forwmsd
Elrir ey column collagrida Mo, Baf prseds
Stperng whae! boss padded No

Stnperirag whae deatad L]

I nitrsma e parsd

Projactineg swilchas s

Srap ool You

Padding A dop of bac
Windecrasn and wealbility

Scrpen typa Lammaiad
Pllars puaduded M

Srandard g Menes Inagrioe
Ireior mirror Tramoed as

Irrimnar marmr caliapuhbs ‘Yau

Sun vmore o

Sanin nngd harmasa

Altickarant e Thed Via slides

Do thiy S fonweed? L

Hesd rasn aitachrant points Nane

Bpzk of feont seate Paddad

Sipfaty Hprnesm Diapenal ard lap
Harmaas aschon o back Mot sl icabbs
Doors

Projiting handies Deer handles recessed: windos windis sal
#inti-bursa laech Tas

Chid proal looks N

Firovm i medv ihe MG & Asahsrmpuis sl from pha G0, ersen! B &
Al MG smbiem on he Boo! Jh0ve e DCERGON. B Ao fpred 00
&S mimy it pot sl AMNGEs heve.

beecamse there 15 kardly any [ree movement across the gate i
newiral between the 1-2 and 3-4 slods, In is slightly heavier and
pemerally less pleasant to use than the MGE's, partly because
il i% easy [0 molch Mrst instead of third from secomd. and
iredvertently owerride the spring prodectimg reverse on the lef
when coming down f0 sesond. Perversely, reverse {
often difficult 1o sélect The synchromesh, however, is
and not oo abstructive

Bath the thredtle and clutch are smooth and progressave but
have a leng travel, giving 2 rather “soft™ feel to the car,

Wilh overdnve [as on owr Lest car), goes a lower fimal drive
matic {L307:1 instead of 30%:0) and different mdirect ratios wo
pive approximately the same spesds in first, second and dises
third & on the non-overdrove car. Darect top, being determined
salely by the final drive ratic, remains a lower ratie (22,1 mph.
per 100D rpm.) than fop without overdrive (23,8 m.ph per
100 rpom.). These ratsos are generally stisfactory, except for a
rather large gap between secomd and  third—as on &
MGB=which is sccenfuated by the tonguee characreristicd.
overdrive Lop. the engine speed is only 3,700 r.p.m. when cruising

4% s

Wl roaam Moy 3.3 eu i of v kRl Bdinid pld ddmie B luppige. A wal
a5 mond Sedvd hidnnd (i JearE, N SMovwegd chsacity oF e MED & guie
GOod fo 3 £08sTd OAF.




BUITCIA  weak snding Riowwmber 4 130T

ot the 10 m.poh. which the car was able to maintain comfortably
on French autorowtes, Bedow 3,000 r.pm. the overdrive engapes
repsonably smoothly; even at higher speeds, i comes in with kss
of o jerk than usual so it is not really essential to dip the clutch to
tushion engagement.

Handling and brakes

With 210 Ib. more engine weight and an increase in front noll
sliffness, pundits have been prodicting tremendous undersieer for
the new MGC. But in fact the weight distribugion is very lictle
changed compared to the MGB, although the car is 3 cwi
heavier overall. Other factors which work ApAINSL an NErEAse A
understeer include an Increase in power and the fact that ihe
front tyres are run &t 4 poei above the rears, Under mos cir
cumsiances, therefore, the car remains a mikl undersieerer and
although the tail cin be made to break away quite readily it doses
s0 i a rather clumsy, wallowy way, The higgest difference is in
the steering. To prevent it from becoming intolerably heavy, the
gearing has been lowered (there are now more fums from lock (o
lock Tor & b.iggw turning circle} and the castor angle appreciably
reduced. Even so, the sieering i% sill almost in the heavyweaght
class; on sharp corners you have 0 haul it round [rom the
shoolders nnd even on gentle ones it s a bit spongy and
unsporting.
These two characteristics, plus an over-large steering wheel and
the tendency to cling on b it because af poor lateral support by
driver's seal, make it phwsically difficuli e apply rapid
rections—your hamds are linhle to get tangled up with your
knees—and tiring to throw the car abowl m the way that oaght o

Specification
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M G E continued

be possible, Mevertheless, it retxins fis abiliy. (o corner hard—
with a fair amount of roll and 8 good deal of tyre squesl—and
adhesson in Cbe wel was excellen.

When wsed for n hard stop from high speed, the servo-assisied
bhrakes claw the car down in a very satisfactory way., bat for town
use they feel just a Bttle over-semsitive aml not quale 50 progres-
sive, & small increase in pedal pressure was observed during our
fnde test, and there was a good deal of smoke at one stape
suggesting that a shomcning of the tme between stops o an
merease in the decelerstion wsed might lead to gquite rapid fade.
They were Bithe affected by the watersplash, bowever, and the
handbrake gave o good 0,37g stop,

Comfort and controls

COm normal Britizh roads the ride of the new car is fGrm,
well-damped and a Bule beter than that of the MGE—certaialy i
i= quite good for a sports car of this kind, On the cobbled strecis
of French towns n opood deal of vibration is transmitted 1o the
imerior whch sometimnes binlds up (08 SRRIAR FES0mne

Some people found the seats comfortable on long journeys, hut
athers complaimed of poor apinal support coasing  backache.
Bwveryone agresd about the lack of lateral suppon, especally at
the shoublers. Much more fore-and-aft adjustment & available
ikn im the MGE {in fact kg room is tremendous) bun the lEmded
amaound of rake adjustment is still effected by two bolts at the base
af the backrest; these are joined by a slotted link (which alzo needs
a spanner for adiustment] fo prevent the basckeest [rom Lilking
forward in a crash. Because it is so hig the sicering wheel tends 1o
foul your kKnoes or thaghs, especiaily of the lef leg when the foot is
drawn back to accommodate the long travel of the clutch. Ouher
major controls, such as the gearlever and pedals, are well-looated,
Some drivers found them awhkwardly placed for easy “heel amd

i, bymke radareos. 2 ol 3. olurch resarepls § g fifrer. 5§ oo’ Ailey cap
& erankcase Dreather vhee. 5. coofent R cao.

MAKE: MG. MODEL: C. MAKERS: MG Car Co Lidl, Abingdon, Barks,

Windaw wirdirs Jvd ande oF eking marensl S neanly recesrad deor
locks ang @ new fearcve. The piashic ongas ot Bhe front of N recrss kecks
i S,

toe™ control OF the minor congrols (nearly nll of which proirude
lethallyy only ihe indicator stalk and hom buiion are within
fingertip reach, the overdrive switch, lights switch, and wiper nnd
wisher contrals being on the luca bul nol 100 f&r away rom the
driver’s hands The foor dipswneh requares an even [onger
backward movement of the left beg than does the clatch, though &
is easier w0 work than the B,

With the thin-pllared optonal plasue  bardeop, all-rownd
visbility is good, and it is possible to see the back of the boot
when parking, althowgh the mirror is rather small. The headligh
gave an excepticnally powerful and well-amed blaze of Bght botj
when dipped and when on mamn Heam,

Dwuring wet weather the car is linble 10 steam up, and although
the rather noisy fan cleared the windscreen fairly guickly we
windld have weloomed separate fresh air vents 1o increase the flow
through the car; it is not possible 10 leave the windows open for
very lomg when it is mining withouol pething wel. None of our lest
dall hke the old-lashoned roEry hearer conirols wheseh ane
troublesome o set by feel in the dark. Using them in conjuncion
with the fAaps in the imnsmission tunnel it is difficult 1o maintain a
constant and comlortable temperatare, cepomally ol the car's speed
i3 comstamly changing

In the indirect gears the gearbox emitted a powerful whine
which combined with the nowe produced by the engine fan to
drown ot the exhaust note. Wind nodse was moderate up 10 80
m.p.h. in our hardiop with all the windows properly shat and
would have been kwer with betier sealng. Road nomse on some
suffaces. Bowever. was  considerabie, perhaps becauss ol 1he
difficulsy of insulating the inboard ends of the front 1orsion bars

Fittings and furniture

The traditional set of MG instrumerts inclades n large, clear
speedometer and a matching rev-counter which was up to 60
rpom. [@st on our test car, &8 well &5 8 combined ol press

E T ] lEmpErature: gREge, angd n rm.-l SHLLEE. ||':;'.- 1%
ashiray on the transmission hump. a lockable glove compe
and a rigid pocket by the [ronl passenger’s legs for odd
A chrpeted plalorm behend the seats—whech can be ar
an optional cushion—provides space for two small children
or quite a lot of small lggage. The boot wouald accept 3.3 culdl
of our test boxes around amd above the spare wheel. The hardtop
is clamped on in slx places, four of which need either a spanner
of @ serewdriver oo release.

Servicing and accessibility

The rather heavy bonnet is released by a pull knob awkwardly
located on the passenper’s side. The kg sin-cvlinder engine fits
meatly inee the MG companment and all the most imporzam
service points sich as the ail filler cap, radiavor filler cap, dipsick
corharetiers brake and clutch feservoire, coll. distinburer and ol
filler are easy Lo et al. Servicing is needed every 1000 miles and
the requiresnents are similar 1o those of the MGHE. The pillar type
jack was easy 1o use.
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