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MGB ;

At this stage in ils carser no one 15 goang
suggest thar there's anything basically
.‘m.g with the MG B. It's & best seller with
no pretensions: whils it doesn't set the
highest or latest standards of performance, ar
cornering power, it i the kind of car that
people buy because it is reliable, good valse
for momey, and fun to 0w,

Some sports car enthusiasts in Britain
might argue with conviction that the T'win
Cam version of the Lolus BEurops 18 & Ome
example af what Britgin has to offer in
modern, reasomably priced sports cars, b
the faithful old B remains our ambassador
overseas. Brtish Leyland have made o
major changes 1w the concepl since it firss
came out, but the deiwil improvements to
the design we have penodically reparted.
Once again the MG B has undergone a
minor facelifi, so here is owr up-to-date
assessment [the last full 1est appeared in
Maoror, Devember 27, 1969, by the way),

T all intenis and purpeses the B is the
same 85 ever bun inm s lawest form the

inctive rauoous exhaust note has been

ued so thar the nodse it makes s now
anapyeows, The most obvious change is on
the dashboard where there are now rocker
switches ancd fresh-adr venilation, Thess and
ather moves are aimed at keeping the B
abreast of the tmes bui the essental
charucter of the car betrays s agpe the
shallww screen, shor screen wipers, amd
coormous steering wheel are basic enough
features, the overall effect ol whach maght
wead e doud any fresh thoughts on 8 car
that has been in produciion =0 long.
Presumably the developmenl team working
on the B must bave been similarly snalified
a3 the lomg-awaited simple madification oo
the pedals 1w facilitate  heel-and-toc
downchanges remains undone, while the
much-critized  AAO-style  rotary  heater
controls have also been left uniowched.

We were disappointed 16 God than thess

. faults, which o us would seem both
important and easy 1w correct, wre  still
wgnored by MG; ver despite these minor
irritations the car remains an old friend, The

plenty of wrque for insiant response fram
fairky low revs.

The performance of the car we have just
rested muatched up well with those we have
driven in the pasi. The first B wedrove had a
top speed of 106.5 mph a1 MIRA, a laber
maodel managed only 103 mph, and the
current example was back ar 106.2 nyph. All
these differences are of 0 kind io be expected
with varying weatler consditions,

As for standing s1ars, the 0-60 mph times
an the three cars we have tested over the
years have been 12.68ec, 11M0sec, and
11.98ec respectively. The first gain was due
o an improved secomd gear ratwo, while the
slight drap in acotleravon pow may be due
w the fact than the B has put on a laccle
weaght ance 196%, Both the most recent
figures were taken in  slightly damp
conditions: we would not  expect  any
sipnificant improvement in dry weather &
axle tramp, mever @ problem under normal
conditsons, 15 a  shight  bindrance i
proper racing style stars, so @ Fairly
soft  wuch i3 demanded. We asume
that & slight flac spou ea chis cor ot H000 rpm
was peculiar 1o this vehicle,

The current gearbox was introduced in
1967, when first gear was  given
synchromsesh, There seemed to be a Ll
clutch deag on our car, causing a lot of
baulking im the selection of first gear [rom
rest. This problem, for which there should
be a simple cure, should mot be confused
with than of basic gear selection: same drnivers
ook soeme Time o ger the “feel™ of the gear
gate which is very close in the reverse, 1-2,
and 3-4 plames. To seleo first gear easily it 18
imiporiant to permit the lever o find 115 awn
centre and then push it forward. Overdrive
i an esscntial opionm for any driver whao
contemplates long trips in the MG B,
otherwise its effortless cruising pobenisal in
the Bl and 90s vall be lost,

Iaterior of che Latest MO includes fresh air vesis
o the facia and sew mcker swiiches. Old stylc

Baacer conimis mre reinined, howover, and it is sl
med pussible 1o heel and e
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Another wirtge of the MOGB B i
handling. “lae car was oot long m produc-
tion before the fromt snti-roll bar became
standard equipment, so cutting down the
excessive understeer than spodll the original
model. This unusegl remedy for understeer
was prosumably effeciive because in thas
case a good camber angle was  more
imporiant than weapght wransfer considers
tions. The B still has preity soft springs and,
for @ sporte car, rolls quite a low: despare the
very large steering wheel the steering is quite
heavy due to the high castor angle, but even
g0 L 1% 8 pleasant and reassuring car 10 deive
an speed,

As age creeps up on the B its ride ssems to
be rather poor by modern standards, a fault
that may be due to the sirong damping ai
the rear which no doubt Belps o keep the
axle in line. Likewsse, while road noise s
generally low, a degree of tyre roar
gpparent and, in the wet, ol sorts of
splashing noises come up from the back,
probably via the unpadded boot. The hood,
however, while 1t remains a fair job to erect
of wck away, was beautifolly taut and as
noise-free as ever. It also managed to keep
the rain owt in bad weather, bual same waier
did get in elsewhere to drip onto the driver’s
left onkle. To be fair, it wos raoong
extremely hard on that eccasion.

Mosi af the tme the B iz a comforable
tpuring car with good seats, legroom, and
headroom so that drivers of all shapes and
gizes can st happily for long periods behind
the wheel, Apart from the large wheel and
impassibility of heel froe changes the other
major cantrols are well placed.

As for the dash layout, the recent facelift
seems pretty balf-hearved. The speedomener
and tacho have always been easy 10 s, the
overdrive switch is convenienaly placed at
fingertip reach, and the substitution af
packer switches for the lights, heater fan, and
wipers is no bad thing. The fresh air system,
with outputs placed hagh oa the centre of
the facia, is excellent, Yer it is sull hard w
read ihe other instroments and there are still
no sun visars; the awkward oid potary heater
knobs do not  provide much effectve
adjusiment between full beat and sone. Why
couldn't the Marina wash wipe s1alk go into
B? Tt would be sp much better than the
manually operated washers and soparaie
wiper switch, The indicator flasher stalk,
mounted on the right , is good except that 1
alsp works. the horm; we have always
campaigned for horm buttons or fnge on
sieering Wwheels to avoid confusion in an
emergency, The small glovebox must sull be
opened each vme with o key, bul thes &
excusable im a8 soft-top ecar. The
igmition /starier kéy has been moved fo the
steering column to enable 8 column lock to
b fidded.

You can get quite a lot of luggage beb”
the sears bur if you want 1w make the
of the bopi, which now seems hll
gpare wheel, it's best to pack your 3 .6 &
| holdall ratker than & rigid saipcise.
| To conclude, we giill like the
1 well-mannered B &3 do a large number of
i satisfied customers. But we feel that with a

linde bin more attention o & few decails a1
| could be better. The opportunity has been
i ssed agaIn in mEany respects, Ve lhl}'lIaEh-
T hawvae |hasn
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